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A Letter from an Anti-Hierarchical Divine 
in the Countrey, to a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons, concerning the Biſhops be- 
ing reſtored to their Votes in Parliament. 


T muſt needs ſeem ſtrange to you at the firſt fiphr , 
= to receiveany thing from me inthe behalf of thoſe 
4 Perſons, whom I haveto blond conſtantly oppo- 
Wo9 ſed; and whomT yerthink, for all their nnexpe- 
Ss Red, andasthey ſay, miraculous Reſtitntion, ro 

be neither F#re Divino, nor Fare eApoſbolico. Yer, 
conſidering that his Majelty , in order to the ſupport and keeping 
np his own Intereſt in the State, as ſome conceive, hath intro- 
duced Biſhops again into the Charch, to our no ſmall grief; who 
though ar preſent they cannot exerciſe thar arbitrary and unlimit- 
ed Power, by verrue- of the High Commiſſion, as formerly, 
yet / have Authority ſufficient, by the aſliſtance of the pe- 
nal Laws , yet unrepealed, in all places, and by their large 
Royalties and ample Poſſeſſions in many places, to re-inforce 
(.rhar, which all godly menjuſtly enough decried formerly, as a 
oul-grieving Innovation, and lictle berrer than Popery ir ſelf) a 
cenformity to the (as we yet fay ) empty, and unfignificant 
A 2 Cere- 


' Ceremonies of their pretended Church : The very Thought of . 
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which (was it not for His' Majelties Gracious Declaration, and 
the Connivance of many honeſt and difcreer Juſtices of the Peace, 
that are yet left in the Countrey ) were- ſufficient to make us de- 
ſpond of the comfortable enjoying of our nearelt and deareſt Re» 
lations. But then her's the Miſery, -the King, as many ſay, can 
pardon , but for what concerns himſelf, according to that .receiv- 
ed Maxim, The Legiſlater huth Antherity to difþenſe with his own 
Laws for any (auſe, provided, that no diſt intt Intereſt be prejudiced 
or injured; & therefore he can reach no further in relacion. corche 
Non-reading the Book of Com. Prayer(a thing thatwegcen neyer 
with any Credit or Reputation conform to ) than the firſt time ; 
for upon the ſecond Conviction, the Patron may preſent, as if 
the Incumbent werealready dead, and in that caſe it may ealily be 
eueſſed; 'what, moſt.of us. may, expe& ;. Neither can we hope for 
the Connivance of the Benchers long ; ' for, as alittle Leaxverlea- 
vens tle whole: Maſſe,, - ſo one 'peeviſh perſorrupon the Bench, 
is able to do'tis more hurt,thar the whole number. can.do us good, 
& of this,there are ſome experiences near us. It muſt therefore, S;y, 
from hence of neceſlicy follow,that eicher we muſt be brought ro 
a carnal Complyance, which will be a Spirit-rroubling of many 
prerious Saints amonglit-u3, or elſe,-as the lefler. evil; leave our 


Native-Courtrey, and'go to thoſe Proteſtant. Churches, beyond: 


the Seas, where we may bave the free exerciſe of Re!'$1on in its 
Primitive- and Virgin-Puricy. . Now Sz, | the face of things, as 
you know, being thus, ſhall humbly propoſe to your wiſer ſelf, 
a-thing that may enable us to. a. more,.comortable ſupport in a 
tranſmarine candition,' if Providence ſhould-fo orderiit, orelfe to 
a.more-chearful enduring, in relation.to/ outwards, of Perſeution 
at home. |. Y.on ſee then that Biſhops are reltored to a power., 
( which, I will not be. poſitive into, determine they will gxerciſe ), 
r0:do-hurt,it-would not-be amiffe therefore, if the power whereby 
they may d) go0ad, wiz | their Preterces t0.4 [ hird Eſtate; and 
{o conſequently toa Votre in Parliament, weretaken into fefona- 
ble and mature Conſideration. It's trae, at the beginning of the 
War, the King was.,.confidently cried. up.by .us-to:be:the Third 
Eſtate, which - fome.'of them undifcreetly granted. ,, thereby: to 
make the.Kinga co-argdigate Power, . by which, to put the better, 
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Gloſſe upon our Arming,-for' the dſferting of the: Authority of 
the two Houſes againſt His; and-indeed much might yet be ſaid;, 
in juſtification of the Late War, had the. King. been ſo.) Bur now} 
Sir, upon ſecond: choughts;-that Opinion appears to. be very in+ 
congruqus/to the Fundamentals: - For not only{my:Lord (ek 
faich, which is enough to confute any ſingle Authority, that the 
Biſhops are a third Eſtate, but the.expreſs words of many Stathtes: 
afe, thar the three Eltates of ' the. Realm, :are .'the Lords Spwicual, 
the Lords Temporal, and'the Commans 5 and therefore itcantjor 
welt be denied; byt that the!Bi{ſbbps are a:Fhird Eſtate, and aeegr- 
ingly they have «Red ſince Magna Chartaand itithe Saxty times 
£00, as many ſay: But the Stories'of thoſe tines being uncertain; 
as filled up with Monkiſh Tales, much; reſembling che Theomachs 
of the Giants, before the Zheban, War, amonjiftthe Grecian, 
. ſhall wave; 45 50t much maeriab th the purpoſer:: -Well changthe 
Biſhops being an Eſtare;,and; likewiſe. the:Aﬀſent. of all being: as 
neceſlary too, asthe Year le Roy, to the 'compleating of an At 
that ſhall be binding, againſt what-may bappeo'to Futurity, ic ruſt 
then: follow, that. it's; requiſice for us, in; order Taourifſure:and 
certain Peace, that; theyg:as well-as the other Logtls;Ahovidbe 
reſtored to, har which bath ſo-long + been-rhefr: Rigics'p:ochers 
wile the Bref)gent.; - may, 40 time to.,home, be of diiperous' Con- 
ſequence ;! forjby the ſame Rule, thay, tte Lords Tenporaband 
Commons, bythe Royal Afleng, excluded the Biſhops:z miay;tht 
Lordsgkcludd the; Commons 39n3yy! more) juttly.may the King1ex 
clude all, an&afier the. manneriof the Taik fr and Re/trr Edipes 
rors, reduce-09r;bravely Confliteted Ad narthiret;:inco 3 Detox 
tral Government, Miltake me notall this while, for whatd ſay; 
is a0T OG of Any refpett £6 them, but to our ſelves; For we ſhall 
have as much; if not more advantagethbanany by;their Reſtityzion; 
For tay the; Truth; ax be d2ginning ofthe-Wasg we werez; you 
know, {6 tranſported with Zeal; of daing our; Nuty: ro God, 'as 
ſome holy men thenthought, 'thar We quite forgat- our Alleg:ance 
tothe Prince, and therefore-we i ſtand. as. tanchin-need;of a firm 
Act of Oblivion, 1n relaction-ta the ſecure En zjoyment of the things 
of-tþis Life, a5.of Gods Mercy, irorder ep the fruition ofa better; 
Itwill de therefore very-unſafe forus,, ro'lpve that, Charger,under 
which Wwe claim all thac we: have', or may-pretendto,' ſoil forti- 


fied,, 


T4J "tet 
Kied, a» by an Att that may be liable tos juſt Exception, ''as eve: 
ry AQ muſt be , thar js not ratified according to the Fundamental 
_ Conftientions- of this Land : And who do you think canbe well 
fati-fied with-ſe contingent a ſecurity, asyou ſee all ſecurity is, 
wichpue the: Biſhops Aſent ? I knowin Anſwer to this, it may 
be ObjeRed, that there hath been ſeveral Acts of Parliament. paſt, 
the Biſhops being abſent, the Auchority of which was never yet 
diſputed, as, 24 E4. 1. 11. R. 2. and divers others , but then the 
Biſhops neither by foxce,nor any pretended At or Order from the 


other Eſtates, were kept'out - Bur they being then in ſubjeRion 


to the Scarlet Whore, were kept out by a Canon or Command 
from the See of Rowe, or elfe were abſent upon Choyce, and 
therefore none of thoſe Examples can in reaſon be alledged, ro 
-vindicate the forcible excluſion of them. Befides, it may deſerve 
fome Conſideration,” that the A&t made 2 H.4. Comra Hereticos, 
& ex afſenſu Magnatum & akorum Procerum, the Commons ei- 


ther Abſent, or excluded, was for that very reaſon long after, 25 


H.8.C.14. repealed, as Bagſhaw fſayes in his Reading, whither I 
refer you. By this, you may ſee, $##, that thereis ſome poſſibi- 
lity of hazard, though many years after, in relying upon any 
Ac that's not made by the conſent of the three Eftates. All this 
conſidered, I ſhall propoſe this following, as the moſt convenient 
Expedient : Before you confirm the ACt of Oblivion, let the Bi- 
ſhops be called in, that ſo- there may be no juſt occaſion of Cavil 
for the future : otherwiſe thoſe/ men that will not bow the knee 
to Baal, 'that cannot conform to vain Habits and impertinent Ce- 
remonies, cannot make a tonvenient Sale of their Lands, - to ena- 
ble to a Livelihood, amongſt the French or Helverian Churches : 
To which; if they do not forſake- their firſt Love, and make ſhip- 
wrack of their Faith, they muſt in reaſon be forc'd. For it's plain, 
if hereafter; the” AR; for want of due Form be made null, all 


Eftates that now are, or' for many years 250 were in our hands, . 


will by the Letter of the Law be forfeited to the King, and we 
are not ſure alwayes to-have good Kings ; but we are pretty ſure, 
that there will alwaies be ſuch Perſons abour the Court, as will 
be willing enough for their'own Concerns, to find a Flaw in thae 
'AR, orany «dſe-' Beſides, rhe Lawyers tellus, that no Obliga- 
tionean be binding, that's entred'into per dxyeoſeor Mina: w"_ 
then, 
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then if at any time Hereafter,a Prince ſhould hapen among us,that- 

hath a mind to quarrel with all As made ſince the excluſion of 

the Biſhops, -and alledge , that his Predeceſſor harles the Firſt: | 

was threatned and forced to aſſent to that AR; and therefore - ©» 
the A null : The ſad conſequence of which; is the fortfeitare * RAE .;5 > 
of moſt places : we havereaſon to think, that there will be Law- LOS 
yers enough found, to juſtifie any Authority , in a more unreaſs- 

nableching, and ſo our Poſterity may hereafter be forced to buy 

their Lands at the Kings Price, if they have them : But leaſt I ex- -5 
ceed the length of a Fetter, I ſhall conclude in this, that the totat: - . 


through Reformation in point of Diſcipline, as the reſtitution of 
the Biſhops to their Votes in the Upper Houſe; and their Con- 
ſentto the At of Amneſty , is to the freeing of us from thoſe- 


Jealouſies and Fears that otherwiſe may juſtly ariſe in relation ts. 
our Lives and Eſtates. Pardon me Sir, I am Yours ny” 
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